
 

The Woodland Trust are the UK's largest woodland conservation charity. 
They fight to protect woods and trees, preventing the loss of irreplaceable 
habitat, nature and carbon stores. Woods and trees are subject to a range 
of threats, from direct woodland loss to influences from climate impacts, 
imported diseases, invasive plants, mammal browsing and air pollutants. 
We urgently need to create native woods, put more individual trees back in 
the landscape, and restore damaged woods. 
 

ACTIVITY 
Using the 6 shapes provided, design an artwork, poster or protest sign in 
support of The Woodland Trust.  
 

• Research the issues at woodlandtrust.org and read the notes here. 
Gather facts to develop wider understanding of the issues. 

• You could choose a specific focus to inform or inspire your design. 
• Experiment with the shapes – via drawing, digital media or collage. 

Try sketching the shapes at different scales with varying 
compositions (arrangements).  

• Decide if adding words might help or hinder your design. If so, think 
carefully about their letter styles, shapes, colours and layout. 
Sometimes an image, be it abstract or recognisable, can be more 
powerful or intriguing on its own – it can invite closer looking, 
thinking and discussing.  

   

 
 
 
What are the key issues? 
The loss and fragmentation of ancient woodland is a significant concern, 
especially with pressures from development, infrastructure projects, and 
intensive agriculture. These threats reduce biodiversity and make woodland 
habitats more vulnerable to climate change.  
 
Woodland Trust are urging for a greater commitment to tree planting and 
natural regeneration to help combat climate change, enhance biodiversity, 
and improve public health. However, this must be done with the right trees 
in the right places. Fast-growing non-native species can disrupt ecosystems.  
 
The importance of protecting woodlands from pests, diseases, and invasive 
species, which have increased due to climate change and global trade is also 
essential. Managing these threats is crucial to preserving tree health and 
resilience. 
 



Artists & artworks for inspiration 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Hilma af Klint, Tree of Knowledge, No 1, 1913 
(left). This elaborate composition is considered 
one of the earliest abstract paintings in the 
history of 20th Century Western art. Af Klint 
studied botanical and landscape painting prior to 
developing a more abstracted approach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#abstractadvent @artpedagogy 

 
Daisy Dodd-Noble explores topics 
of environmentalism and 
consciousness. Her surrealist 
woodland scenes invite us to 
consider the relationship between 
humans and the natural world, 
often by drawing on similar 
characteristics between people and 
trees. 
 
Two pink clouds and two pink 
islands, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frans Krajcberg was a Polish-born 
Brazilian artist known for his 
environmental activism. Within 
this drawing there is tremendous 
energy and movement. Whilst 
recognisable as a garden scene 
Krajcberg has also produced a 
drawing that is equally about 
lines, marks, shapes and forms. 
 
 
 
 


