
 

Surfers Against Sewage are a charity who protect the ocean. They 
campaign and deliver education programmes to kickstart Ocean Activism in 
young people. Their campaigns address plastic pollution, water 
quality, ocean recovery and the climate emergency. 
 
TASK 
Using the 6 shapes provided, design an artwork, poster or protest sign in 
response to ocean pollution.  
 

• Research the issue using sas.org.uk and read the notes here. 
Gather facts to develop wider understanding of the issues. 

• You could choose a specific focus to inform or inspire your design. 
• Experiment with the shapes – via drawing, digital media or collage. 

Try sketching the shapes at different scales with varying 
compositions (arrangements).  

• Decide if adding words might help or hinder your design. If so, think 
carefully about their letter styles, shapes, colours and layout. 
Sometimes an image, be it abstract or recognisable, can be more 
powerful or intriguing on its own – it can invite closer looking, 
thinking and discussing.  
 

 
 
How is plastic pollution destroying the ocean? 
Over 12 million tonnes of plastic is dumped into the ocean every single year. 
Countless fish, birds, turtle, wales and marine creatures are killed by 
mistaking plastics for food or getting entangled in discarded fishing gear 
across the world. 
 
Plastics don’t disappear over time but break down into smaller and smaller 
pieces. These tiny plastics enter the ocean food chain and have been found 
inside humans, with as yet unknown effects on our health. 
 
Over 90% of plastic is made from chemicals sourced from fossil fuels – an 
industry still subsidised by the UK Government. 
 
What’s causing plastic pollution? 
Plastic is used for anything and everything. It’s a direct product of our 
disposable and throwaway consumer economy. Governments have failed to 
adequately address the problem simply focusing on recycling and waste 
rather than reduction, reuse and refill. We can’t recycle our way out of the 
plastic problem. 
We need to reduce, reuse and repair. 
 
 



Artists & artworks for inspiration 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

#abstractadvent @artpedagogy 

 
Patrick Heron was a British 
abstract artist inspired by the 
natural world. This artwork (left) 
is a stained-glass window 
commissioned for Tate St Ives, a 
national gallery sited directly 
opposite the ocean. The shapes 
and colours take inspiration from 
elements within the surrounding 
environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiona Banner is an artist and activist who 
responds to the environment and climate 
crisis. The drawing above is from a large 
series that incorporates drawing, 
painting, sculpture and installation. 
Punctuation marks such as full-stops are 
enlarged into abstract forms which serve 
as visual, metaphorical and physical 
interventions in the ocean.  
 
 
 
Nicola Bealing is an artist based in 
Cornwall who often takes inspiration 
from the sea to create narrative paintings 
with a surreal quality. 
 
 


