Right to Roam are a campaign group who want to enable more people to
have easy access to open space and the health benefits that it brings. In the
UK, the majority of the English countryside is out of bounds for most of its
population. 92% of the countryside has no right to roam. Right to Roam
RIGHT TO ROAM believe this is neither fair nor reasonable and, where the need to reconnect
RIGHT TO RECONNECT with nature is more urgent than ever, the law must be changed.

TASK
Using the 6 shapes provided, design an artwork, poster or protest sign in
support of the Right to Roam (if you agree with this).

e Research the issue at righttoroam.org.uk and read the notes here.
Gather facts to develop wider understanding of the issues.

e You could choose a specific focus to inform or inspire your design.

e Experiment with the shapes — via drawing, digital media or collage.
Try sketching the shapes at different scales with varying
compositions (arrangements).

e Decide if adding words might help or hinder your design. If so, think
carefully about their letter styles, shapes, colours and layout.
Sometimes an image, be it abstract or recognisable, can be more
powerful or intriguing on its own — it can invite closer looking,
thinking and discussing.
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Why is this issue important?

Nature is in crisis. Our wildlife has been decimated, the countryside has
been emptied of the birds and bees and wildflowers that it once brimmed
with. Our rivers are being clogged with plastic and poisoned with pesticide
and sewage.

We have forgotten what we have lost: how can we be expected to care
about the environment when for so long we have been disconnected from
it? As scientist Robert Michael Pyle wrote: “People who care conserve;
people who don’t know don’t care. What is the extinction of the condor to a
child who has never known the wren?”

We need a personal connection with nature, forged from early years and
maintained as part of our daily lives, in order to care; we need to reconnect
with our land.




Artists & artworks for inspiration

RIGHT TO ROAM
RIGHT TO RECONNECT

IN MIND,BODY AND SOUL
NATURE CAN HEAL US Nick Hayes is an illustrator, writer

and campaigner for land access. He
often works in a high contrast,
linocut style addressing issues
relating to the environment and the
right to roam.

WE NEED THE RIGHT TO ROAM
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BUT SOON,YOUCOULD BE

Activism posters such as the
examples above and left, often
use strong graphic shapes and
high contrast tones to deliver an
impactful message. The style is
associated with revolutionary
activist posters where low cost or
short-run printing techniques such
as screen-printing and lino or
woodcuts were often used.
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